Message

From: Assunto, Carmen [Assunto.Carmen@epa.gov]
Sent: 3/19/2019 9:01:00 PM
CC: Will_Batson@cruz.senate.gov; austin_smithson@cruz.senate.gov; Jason_wright@cruz.senate.gov;

Javier_salinas@cruz.senate.gov; Carl_mica@cruz.senate.gov; Stephen_Tausend@cornyn.senate.gov;
paige kerr@cornyn.senate.gov; Laura_atcheson@cornyn.senate.gov; Sandy_edwards@cornyn.senate.gov;
David_james@cornyn.senate.gov; Collin_mclochlin@cornyn.senate.gov; ana_garcia@cornyn.senate.gov;
jay_guerrero@cornyn.senate.gov; Jaci_glover@cornyn.senate.gov; Jonathan_huhn@cornyn.senate.gov;
louie.gohmert@mail.house.gov; caralee.conklin@mail.house.gov; andrew.keyes@mail.house.gov;
jonna.fitzgerald@mail.house.gov; Melinda.kartye@mail.house.gov; matt.hodge@mail.house.gov;
hannah.anderson@mail.house.gov; sue.walden@mail.house.gov; jeff. thompson@mail.house.gov;
laura.lyon@mail.house.gov; gabriela.perdianizzi@mail.house.gov; davis.pace@mail.house.gov;
robert.peters@mail.house.gov; jason.ross@mail.house.gov; ryan.ethington@mail.house.gov;
mackenzie.morales@mail.house.gov; lydra.spaun@mail.house.gov; blair.rotert@mail.house.gov;
ben.vansickle@mail.house.gov; ben.jackson@mail.house.gov; christopher.harvey @mail.house.gov;
brooke.boyett@mail.house.gov; Brittney.may@mail.house.gov; austin.bray@mail.house.gov;
Heather. Washburn@mail.house.gov; Vita.swarers@mail.house.gov; amena.ross@mail.house.gov;
matt.rowland @mail.house.gov; rachael.rodriguez@mail.house.gov; thomas.hester@mail.house.gov;
johanna.carlson@mail.house.gov; Kris.parker@mail.house.gov; Marita.mikeska@mail.house.gov;
Holli.strong@mail.house.gov; matthew.russell@mail.house.gov; michael.horder@mail.house.gov;
hilary.stegemoller@mail.house.gov; Diane.williams@mail.house.gov; Nancy.watson@mail.house.gov;
Corbette.padilla@mail.house.gov; Evan.thomas@mail.house.gov; Joanne.powell@mail.house.gov;
kevin.boland@mail.house.gov; kristin.vandergriff@mail.house.gov; Michael.seeds@mail.house.gov;
Jessica.sanchez@mail.house.gov; Paul.simpson@mail.house.gov; Sandra.ross@mail.house.gov;
Michael.lytle@mail.house.gov; chara@mail.house.gov; Jed.webb@mail.house.gov; tom.harvey@mail.house.gov;
Blake.hopper@mail.house.gov; Dan.buckley@mail.house.gov; Bradie.burnett@mail.house.gov;
Louise.bentsen@mail.house.gov; Norma.brewster@mail.house.gov; jacqueline.sanchez@mail.house.gov;
benjamin.harrison@mail.house.gov; susie.byrd@mail.house.gov; eric.gustafson@mail.house.gov;
james.edge@mail.house.gov; Timothy.head@mail.house.gov; Gregory.Berry@mail.house.gov;
isabela.belchior@mail.house.gov; lillie.coney@mail.house.gov; Booker.morris@mail.house.gov;
emily.shaw@mail.house.gov; Claudia.urrabazo@mail.house.gov; Ben.thomas@mail.house.gov;
Ramon.chapa@mail.house.gov; Victoria.Shoemaker@mail.house.gov; maggie.harrell@mail.house.gov;
Scott.Ferguson@ mail.house.gov; melissa.kelly@mail.house.gov; kevin.hartley@mail.house.gov;
richard.england@mail.house.gov; Michael.richards@mail.house.gov; christian.bionat@mail.house.gov;
austin.agrella@ mail.house.gov; chris.malen@mail.house.gov; Tyler.lowe@mail.house.gov;
John.deoudes@mail.house.gov; Susie.miller@mail.house.gov; Colby.hale@mail.house.gov;
zack.barth@mail.house.gov; patrick.arlantico@mail.house.gov; John.etue@mail.house.gov;
Robert.camacho@mail.house.gov; rachel.huggins@mail.house.gov; James.paluskiewicz@mail.house.gov;
Erik.with@mail.house.gov; Robin.vaughan@mail.house.gov; hugh.fike@mail.house.gov;
abby.mchan@mail.house.gov; ID.kennedy@mail.house.gov; Kristie.small@mail.house.gov;
stacy.forbes@mail.house.gov; zach.linick@mail.house.gov; Gilbert.lafuente@mail.house.gov;
Justin.ackley@mail.house.gov; Sergio.espinosa@ mail.house.gov; Joe.reyna@mail.house.gov;
Marlene.clowers@mail.house.gov; Sophia.Gutierrez@mail.house.gov; Lee.Footer@mail.house.gov;
nawaid.ladak@mail.house.gov; grady.bourn@mail.house.gov; Marie.alvarado@mail.house.gov;
Yovanna.browne@mail.house.gov; brian.duckworth@mail.house.gov; janelle.mcclure@mail.house.gov;
ashley.hayes@mail.house.gov; Thaddeus.Woody@mail.house.gov; Anne.hagan@mail.house.gov;
jennifer.ward@mail.house.gov; Samuel.acosta@mail.house.gov; Mickeala.carter@mail.house.gov;
Jose.pereida@mail.house.gov; Michael.mucchetti@ mail.house.gov; Afton.Cissell@mail.house.gov;
victor.horton@mail.house.gov; lee.ann.calaway@mail.house.gov; Maryellen.veliz@mail.house.gov;
Rachel.tristan@mail.house.gov; Stuart.burns@mail.house.gov; Will.carter@mail.house.gov;
Ben.couhig@mail.house.gov; Kelly.waterman@mail.house.gov; jackie.cohen@mail.house.gov; Rodrick, Christian
[rodrick.christian@epa.gov]; Gray, David [gray.david@epa.gov]; Ringel, Aaron [ringel.aaron@epa.gov]
Subject: ITC Fire Update

ITCFIRE
DEER PARK, TEXAS
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MARCH 19, 2019
EPA Update

EPA continues to participate in Unified Command with TCEQ, Harris County Pollution Control Services, and ITC. ltis
anticipated that the fire will continue to take several days to burn out.

As of 8:00 am, there are 8 tanks involved with the fire within the fire wall.

Tank  Product Estimated Volume (bbls) as reported by ITC March 17, 2019 Status
1 yubase 56030 NOT INVOLVED

2 Gasoline Blendstock 29289 ENGULFED (COLLAPSED)

3 Gasoline Blendstock 59927 ENGULFED BUCKLING

4 yubase 46948 NOT INVOLVED

5 xylenes 38330 FLAMES ON ROOF

6 Gasoline Blendstock 48147 FLAMES ON ROOF

7 Pygas 42680 NOT CURRENTLY INVOLVED

8 Naptha 69329 FLAMES ONTOP

9 EMPTY COLLAPSED

10 Pygas 19281 NOT CURRENTLY INVOLVED

11 SN115 61260 FLAMES ON ROOF

12 EMPTY COLLAPSED

13 Tolune 15413 NOT CURRENTLY INVOLVED

14 Pygas { Gas Blend with high Benzene content) 25282 NEWLY INVOLVED
15 Pygas { Gas Blend with high Benzene content ) 9354  NEWLY INVOLVED

Both the Deer Park and La Porte ISDs opened at normal times this morning (03/19).

The Trace Atmospheric Gas Analyzer (TAGA) bus departed Monday March 18, 2019 and revised its arrival time to be on
site by Thursday (3/21).

The Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology (ASPECT} aircraft found no exceedances of the
Texas comparison values. ASPECT conducted a screening level assessment to evaluate the unreported or undetected
releases of hazardous materials or contaminants at the Intercontinental Terminals Company in Deer Park, Texas on
March 18, 2019. The screening level results from ASPECT were compared to the ASPECT list of Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) short-term Air Monitoring Comparison Values (AMCVs) and found no exceedances of the
short-term AMCVs. 1-Butene, acetone, isoprene, and 2-Butene were detected at or below 1 ppm at several hundred
meters in the atmosphere.

Instantaneous monitoring of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) continues to be conducted by the responsible party. As
of noon, on 03/18, CTEH had taken 153 readings for VOCs. There are still no readings above health action levels.

Harris County Pollution Control is conducting air monitoring to address complaints that have been received by their
office.

EPA completed air monitoring around the 14 identified Superfund NPL sites in between 4pm March 18, 2019, and 4 am
March 19, 2019, to determine any effects of the plume at those sites. No detections were identified.

EPA conducted handheld air monitoring at 25 locations between 4pm March 18, 2019 and 4 am March 19, 2019. The

teams are traveling throughout the area and are collecting monitoring data based on wind directions. No results above
the detection limit have been observed.
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ITC continues to take hourly water samples at the ditch feeding into Tucker Bayou and sending the samples to an
outside laboratory for analysis. Initial results are expected to become available between Wednesday and Friday. There is
boom deployed in the ditch to capture the foam. Traces of foam have been observed in the ditch and Tucker Bayou by
the U.S. Coast Guard.

Harris County reported that they have received complaints of particulate matter. ITC will begin monitoring for PM 2.5.
TCEQ Update

Overnight air quality levels for particulate matter increased slightly—consistent with TCEQ’s Air Quality
Forecast—in areas around the multi-tank fire at Intercontinental Terminals Co. in Deer Park.

#'since the ITC fire began on March 17. While these concentrations went up, they have since decreased and
have consistently remained below levels considered unhealthy for sensitive groups.

Sensitive populations should consider limiting their exposure to the ambient particulate matter by decreasing
outdoor exercise or moving into air-conditioned buildings. All residents should avoid being directly in the
smoke plume. If people experience health difficulties, they should consult with their doctor.

TCEQ is ensuring that the responsible party 1s taking all appropriate actions to address this incident. TCEQ
continues to provide air monitoring in addition to monitoring being conducted by other entities, including ITC’s
contractor. Also, EPA’s ASPECT airplane continues to provide air monitoring flights over the area.

In addition to TCEQ’s extensive ambient air monitoring network in and around Houston, the agency on
Monday, March 18, deployed two additional air monitoring stations to the area, and TCEQ staff is conducting
hand-held air monitoring and overseeing collection of sampling in nearby waterways in coordination with the
unified command.

See TCEQ’s ITL Terminal Fire Incident webpage for updates concerning this response, including trending
graphs and a map with real-time data from TCEQ’s stationary ambient monitoring sites via GeoTAM.

U.S.EPA Region 6

Dallas, Texas
214-665-2200
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